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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
“A Great Cloud of Witnesses”      

 
Later this month we will celebrate and commemorate the events during the “week of His passion” and 
especially the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Christ. Worship services, beginning on Palm Sunday 
(March 24th), will include: Maundy Thursday (at 5 PM including the sacrament of Communion), Good Friday 
(noon), and concluding with our Easter celebration (March 31st). 
 
These are some of the most important observances for all Christians. But for most Christians our observance 
begins forty days prior to Easter. For many centuries the universal Church has observed what has become 
known as the “season of Lent”. In the Anglican tradition Lent used to signify the changing of the seasons from 
winter to spring for as the snow began to melt, the flowers began to bloom.  
 
For orthodox Christians Lent has come to symbolize a season of “soul-searching” and of repentance. It’s a 
time when, as individuals, we should take time to look introspectively at our own spiritual condition. For recent 
converts it’s a time to prepare for one’s baptism. The period of forty days (less Sundays) was also significant. 
It represents the time during which Jesus withdrew into the wilderness and was sorely tempted by the devil.  
 
But perhaps the most meaningful way for us to prepare for Holy Week is to: read, study and pray over the 
scriptures. And here’s one passage which might be especially meaningful to you. Hebrews 12:1-3 says: 
“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every 
encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.” 
 
The author of Hebrews invites us to participate in a long-distance race in an Olympic arena. Unlike a sprint, 
this is an endurance race called “life”. And the spectators are those saints who have gone before us. That’s 
the meaning behind the phrase “so great a cloud of witnesses”. They are there to cheer us on to the finish 
line. During this race we must keep our eyes focused straight ahead; neither turning our eyes to the right or to 
the left and thereby getting distracted. And that’s what SIN does to us. We get distracted from looking straight 
ahead and fixing our eyes upon Jesus who is the author and perfecter of our faith! 
 
This passage is about endurance (in Reformed theology this is called the “perseverance of the saints”), You’ll 
never finish the race of life if you keep looking back at your guilt and shame. Instead you must look straight 
ahead and keep your eyes riveted upon the Lord. Because when you become fixated upon Christ, you 
become more Christlike! This reminds me of the hymn that says: “Keep your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His 
wonderful face; and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace”. I’ll see you 
at the finish line!                 
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 

Operation Christmas  
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Notes of Thanks 

 
Dear Cooper, 
 
     Thank you for the generous donation your 
church sent in support of our pastoral care for 
missionaries. 
     The workers we visit are so appreciative of 
our encouragement.  Grace Community 
Church is contributing to keeping the workers 
on the field. 
     You are a blessing to them and to us!   
Jim and Barbie Murphy 
 
My Wonderful Grace Family, 
 
     Thank you, thank you for the all the great 
happy birthday cards for my 92nd birthday. 
I love you all. 
Eda 
 
Dear People of GCC, 
 
     As some of you may know, on the 10th of 
February, after the church service, I passed 
out in fellowship hall.  I was taken to Del Webb 
hospital for evaluation. However, no cause was 
determined. 
     Nina and I were overwhelmed and humbled 
by the out pouring of support. We have never 
been associated with a more caring and giving 
group of church people. Thank you for being 
true followers of Christ. 
God speed, 
John and Nina Winn 
 

Finance Committee Report 
 
     For the month of January our unrestricted 
contributions were $47,852.50. and our 
expenses were $30,579.78.  Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in February were 
$26,634.00. 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
     Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $370.00. for the month of 
January.  This fund is used for building and 
maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
 

Hope Bags 
 

     We are collecting 
items in February and 
March for abused 
women and children 
who come into one of 
the shelter homes 
without anything but 
the clothes on their 
backs. 

How can you help? 

† 14 volunteers are needed to help 
assemble the bags at Palm West 
Church on March 16.  

† Purchase and donate items on the 
Hope Bag list and place in bin in 
Resource Center by March 9. 

† If you wish to give a cash donation, 
please make your check payable to 
GCC and designate “HOPE BAGS” 
in the memo area.  

Volunteer sign-up in Resource Center. 
 

FYI Regarding Meetings and Events 
 

     It is the responsibility of the chairperson or 
coordinator of the event to check the calendar 
in the Resource Center to be sure it will not 
conflict with anything else for that date.  Also it 
should be marked on the calendar and the 
secretary needs to be informed of the event.   
     Most events require an announcement in 
the bulletin and many need sign-up sheets and 
the non-scheduled event form completed.  A 
great deal of planning, time and effort are put 
into the events by many people.  Some require 
a payment and a cut-off date for signing up.  
This is necessary so the proper amount of food 
is ordered or prepared and adequate seating is 
available. 
    Everyone working on these committees 
would be grateful if the cut-off dates are 
honored. 
 
Thank you, 
Ella Gignac, Church Secretary 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
3/02 Joyce Schmidt 
3/02 Flo Wade 
3/06 Judy Carpenter 
3/12 Gilbert Dementis 
3/12 Bette Storhaug 
3/16 Chuck Lundeen 
3/21 Anna Lee Heagerty 
3/22 Kathy Battiste 
3/23 Barbara Mallory      
3/31 Suzanne Urwiller 
Happy Birthday to All! 
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
3/02 Larry & Barbara Mallory 
3/07 Dick & Altha Sleeman 
3/15 Bob & Elaine Runkel   
3/19 Bob & Linda Schooley   
3/22 Dave & Marcia Lantz 
3/22 Ed & Donna Thompson 
3/25 Howard & Rose Kast 
3/26 Tony & Marlys Hossele 
Happy Anniversary to All! 
 

Women’s Ministry Annual Tea 
 
Dear Ladies of Grace, 
     You are cordially invited to our very elegant 
Annual Tea to be held on Saturday, March 9th 
at 1:00 PM. 
     Our very special guest is Barb Boswell, 
author and speaker, from Woodland, WA.  She 
has written two books and in her down to earth 
style, humor and honesty, takes everyday 
situations and illustrates God’s ability to use 
them and to glorify Him.  It is said she is a 
wonderful communicator and motivational 
speaker. 
     The musical portion of our program will 
feature Karin Gunderson and her Heavenly 
Harp.  Karin is an accomplished vocalist, 
harpist, pianist and flutist.  Singing songs of 
faith is her passion. She is fondly known as the 
“singing harpist.” 
     We know you won’t want to miss this 
exciting, motivational and inspiring program.  
The wearing of hats is requested, but not 
required.  The cost is $12.00 and there is a 
sign-up sheet in the Resource Center.  Please 
register early-deadline for registration is Mar. 4. 

Brush Arbor Gospel Concert 
 

     There's music in the air and it's settling in at 
Grace Community Church. Our seventh annual 
Brush Arbor Gospel concert, directed by Elaine 
Runkel, is on the horizon for Friday, March 15 
at 7 pm. You'll hear songs from yesteryear that 
will cause your heart and mind to soar to 
greater heights.  May I suggest you invite your 
friends ‘n neighbors? See you at the concert. 
Elaine Runkel 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

Please mark your calendars for the following 
upcoming events: 

 
Annual High Tea                1:00 PM      3/09/13 
Brush Arbor Gospel Sing    7:00 PM      3/15/13 
Baseball Game                   1:00 PM      3/19/13 
Making Palm Crosses        10:00 AM    3/23/13 
Maundy Thursday Service   5:00 PM     3/28/13 
Good Friday Service             NOON      3/29/13 
 
 

 
 

HE IS RISEN 
EASTER SUNDAY – MARCH 31 

 
“I serve a risen Savior,  
He’s in the world today; 
I know that He is living,  
whatever men may say. 
I see His hand of mercy,  
I hear His voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him 
 He is always near 

                                                              Ackley 
The empty cross and the empty tomb 

provide a full salvation. 
Taken from our Daily Bread 




	GRACE NEWS Mar. 2013.pdf
	Calendar-March 2013

